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HEAR YE! HEAR YE! 
By Bev Schnell 

 The General Membership 
Meeting of the Huron River 
Labrador Retriever Club will be held 
on FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2002 at 
HARTLAND HIGH SCHOOL, 
ROOM 2 on M-59, just west of US-23 
at 7:30 p.m. 
 Would you like to volunteer to 
help Spike and Pauline Mortier on 
the Newsletter?  If so, there is a need 
for several columns.  Call Spike or 
Pauline and let them know what you 
would be able to help out with. 
 The picnic is fast approaching 
and Cathy Culpert and Sheila 
Norgren could use some help.  Call 
them or email them.  Their telephone 
numbers and email addresses are on 
the cover of the newsletter.  
 The next Board meeting will be 
on TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2002 at 
ANDRICO’S on US-23 and Owen 
Rd. at 7 p.m. 
 

  

 DUES 
 Membership Dues for Family are 
$40, for Single are $30, for Newsletter 
Only $25.  Breeders Directory Dues 
on the HRLRC Club Website are $25.  
All fees were due MAY 15, 2002.  
Remit to the Treasurer. 

 

HRLRC MEETING 
DATES 

 
June 7---General Membership 

June 18---Board Meeting 
July 13---Fun Match/Picnic, General 

Membership & Board Meetings 
August 3---General Membership & 

Board Meetings at the Schnells 
September  6---General Membership 

September  17---Board Meeting 
October 4---General Membership 

October 15---Board Meeting 
November 1---General Membership 

November 19---Board Meeting 
December 7---Christmas Party 

 

EMAIL!!! 
PLEASE UPDATE YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS WITH PRESIDENT, 

TREASURER, OR NEWSLETTER 
EDITOR. 
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MINUTES OF THE HURON RIVER 
LABRADOR RETRIEVER CLUB 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
MAY 3, 2002 

 A regular meeting of the HRLRC was held at 
Hartland High School. 
 Members present were:  Beverly & George Schnell, 
Mike Rathsburg, Dolores Richards, Stella Blair, Mike 
Pipia, Angela Ewald, Annie Cogo, Mike Merians, 
Pauline Mortier, Gary Cooper, Cheryl Wellnitz, Nancy 
Chargo, Cindy Skiba, Mary MacLean, Marsha 
Standler, Jeanine Asch, and Judy Trevino. 
 Guests present were:  Dave Hinkel, Leesa Kotrip, 
Pam Nichols, Patty Wayne and Mark Foster. 
 The meeting was called to order by President 
Beverly Schnell at 7:54 p.m. 

OFFICER REPORTS 
Treasurer:  Cheryl read the treasurer’s report.  A 

motion to accept the report as read was passed. 
Secretary:  Jeanine read the minutes from the April 

meeting.  Mike Rathsburg motioned to accept the 
minutes as read.  Motion passed 

Spring Specialty:  Angela Ewald gave the pictures 
from the spring specialty to Nancy Chargo.  These 
pictures are to be sent to magazines.  Nancy will 
contact Erik Bergishagen to get final details regarding 
the expenses from the spring specialty and to clarify 
that expenses HRLRC should have paid.  We need to 
subtract $40 from the cost of the obedience judge’s 
dinner.  According to Erik Bergishagen, a portion of 
Tom Bradley’s airfare ($100) will be refunded.  Tom 
Bradley did not charge us a judging fee.  If we can get 
donations, we might consider purchasing slip leads as 
prizes for the spring specialty next year. 

Fall Specialty:  The AKC papers were received and 
the judges are approved.  The hotel will be the Holiday 
Inn.  Nancy is looking for awards/trophy donations 
from people.  Please contact her if you are interested in 
sponsoring a particular class or award.  Pauline will 
give Best of Opposite Sex in Sweepstakes (a Waterford 
crystal piece) as well as provide a check for the BOB 
ribbon award.  It was stated that members usually 
donate about $40 to pay for a trophy.  People can 
choose to sponsor a particular class if so desired.  
Names of sponsors will be listed in the catalog.  For 1st 
place, there will be bread and butter plates that have 
the club logo on them (30 are still needed at $12.50 
each).  For 2nd, 3rd and 4th places, pewter magnets with 
the club logo are awarded (45 are still needed at $3 
each).  Nancy wasn’t sure if she wanted to use slip 
leads made by Saudjie Crook as prizes.  She suggested 
they should be used as prizes at the spring specialty.  It 

was mentioned that there are usually prizes left over 
(especially from obedience).  It is a possibility that 
prizes can be ordered AFTER the entries and their 
ribbons could be sent in the mail to them.  Nancy 
stated she is ordering fewer ribbons this year than in 
the past. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Michigan Hunting Dog Federation:  Mike called the 

secretary and vice president.  They appear to be a 
lobbying group for all types of retrievers with a major 
goat being to support casting dogs on state land.  Mike 
is still waiting to get some information back from 
them.  The organization goes to Lansing to fight for 
our rights. 

We still need a spring specialty show chair.  Nancy 
has all the paperwork and files so it will be relatively 
easy for someone else to take over.  It will be held at 
Cobo Hall again in 2003.  Sheila Wallington from 
Balnova has been asked to judge.  Discussion was held 
regarding whether we should continue to host the 
spring specialty.  Only 17 HRLRC members showed 
their dogs.  It was stated past exhibitors complain that 
there are not that many entries and therefore head 
down to Louisville instead.  Sites other than Cobo Hall 
have been looked at as an alternative but don’t seem to 
be feasible due to size limitations.  In the future, Ford 
Field may be a possibility.  It was suggested that 
instead of a supported specialty show, to host a match 
instead.  However, it is likely that many people may 
not attend.  A point that was brought up is:  “Do we 
want the show for the sport and fun of it or are we so 
concerned with making a profit?”  The money from 
catalog sales is divided on a prorated basis between 
the breed clubs hosting specialties based on numbers 
of dogs entered in each breed.  However, it seems that 
only HRLRC members and not people from any of the 
other breed clubs have sold these for the past several 
years.  Bev put it to the membership for a vote for 
those in favor of having a spring 2003 specialty.  There 
was no opposition.  Judy Trevino is considering being 
the show chair for 2003. 

Field Work:  Mike Pipia stated he is available 
Sundays.  Because most of the interested people are 
just starting out, basic skills are what is most desired.  
The dates May 19th and 26th are a possibility.  Mike’s 
evening phone:  (586) 731-7961.  Please contact him if 
your are interested in attending.  The sessions will 
start at 9a.m. Sunday, May 19.  it might be a possibility 
to use Sharon and Don Fowler’s property.  It was 
suggested this information be place on the Yahoo 
mailing group.  It was mentioned that the Michigan 
Hunting Dog Association also offeres classes.  
Tuesdays are starter’s classes and Wednesdays are for 



seasoned handlers/dogs.  These sessions are held at 6 
p.m. at Sharon Fowler’s.  There are other sessions 
available for more advanced work.  The fee to 
participate is $20, which goes to the club.  This is UKC.  
Wingers, real birds and ammo are used.  Usually there 
are over 20 participants in each class. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Guests were introduced. 
 
Bev motioned to close meeting at 8:55 p.m.  Meeting 

adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jeanine Asch, Secretary 
 

WHELPIN’ WAGGIN’ 
 Disclaimer Clause:  This list is for litters of our members 
that are in good standing with our Club and the American 
Kennel Club and has been made available for your assistance 
in finding a new puppy.  BUT:  The Huron River Labrador 
Retriever Club, Inc. makes no warranties, expressed or implied 
as to the condition of any dogs being offered for sale, 
standards or practices of any breeder, the quality of their 
animals or the accuracy of any of the information contained 
withing the HRLRC, Inc. telephone listing, Newsletter Listing, 
or withing the HRLRC, Inc. website or any links from the 
website.  HRLRC, Inc. does not endorse, recommend, or 
guarantee any kennel, breeder or dog listed. 
 Reminder:  Send $5 litter ad fee per month/per ad to 
Pauline Mortier, 4611 Brophy, Howell, MI 48843.  Please 
indicate in memo section of check the mont that you are 
paying for.  These litter ad fees go towards our Rescue 
Account.  Please call (517) 548-5429 or email 
pmortier@ismi.net to renew or update your ad.  Deadline is 
the 15th of the month.  NEW POLICY:  No litter ad will be 
published without receipt of the fee.  Also beginning JULY 1, 
2001 for ACTIVE MEMBERS fee remains the same---$5 per 
month/per ad.  For NON-ACTIVE MEMBERS fee will be $100 
per month/per ad.  Read the minutes in the March 2001 
newsletter for detailed explanation of ACTIVE MEMBERS & 
NON-ACTIVE MEMBERS. 

 
Keepsakes Beau Webster 
EPOCH’S EDWARD OF BONAVENTURE 
 Banner’s Apple Butter 
     X 
 Bonaventure’s Jordan 
VESTA LEAH LUCILLE PAISON 
 Bonaventure Kelly Amber Savro 
Whelped:  March 3rd 
2 black males and  1 black female 
Freida Paison     Dearborn, MI 
(313) 277-1338 
 
 

 Ch Hyspire Darktown Strutter 
CH VISIONS THE LIFE OF RILEY 
 Kellygreen’s Amazing Grace 
     X 
 Ch Inselheim Inferno At Citadel 
LAKEVIEW LIGHTNING DANCER 
 Seabrook Lakeview Katja 
Whelped:  April 5 
3 yellow males 
Mike Rathsburg    Sterling Heights, MI 
(810) 731-8871 email:  mrathsburg@ameritech.net 

 

WINS’N’GRINS 
ALEGRA SABO’S TOP GUN---Matt Pius & Judy 

Trevino---Western Pennsylvania Kennel Assoc. Inc. 
4/6/02 1st Open Black Dog & WINNERS DOG!!! 

4/7/02 1st Open Black Dog 
 

BONAVENTURE LUBBERLINE VISCOUNT---
Pauline & Maurice Mortier---Beckley WV KC---

RESERVE WINNERS DOG;  Crawford County KC 
Saturday---WINNERS DOG, BEST OF WINNERS & 
BEST OF BREED !!!;  Sunday---RESERVE WINNERS 
DOG;  Midland KC Saturday---RESERVE WINNERS 

DOG. 
 

WINDFALL’S LUBBERLINE SAILOR---Annie 
Cogo & Terri Williams---Wilmington KC---WINNERS 

DOG!!!; Chesapeake VA Dog Fanciers---WINNERS 
DOG, BEST OF WINNERS & BEST OF BREED!!!;  Rio 
Grande KC---WINNERS DOG & 2nd MAJOR 4 Pts.!!! 

 
WINDFALL’S PIPE MAJOR---Annie & Ron Cogo---

Southern California LRC---BEST IN SWEEPSTAKES!!! 
 

CH BONAVENTURE CLIPPER---Tom & Gail 
Shearer---Beckley WV KC---BEST OF BREED!!! 

 
PROGRESSIVE KC SATURDAY 

EAST HILL WILLIAM TELL---Sheila Norgren---1st 
Bred By Exhibitor Dogs 

 
ROSANAN BARLEY CORN---Meira Regev---2nd 

Open Yellow Dogs 
 

MAR-JO’S ON THE BANK---Mike & Judy 
Merians---1st Bred By Exhibitor Bitch 

 
WINDFALL STORMY SUNRISE AT BANNER---

Helen Bronson---1st Open Black Bitch 
 
 

mailto:pmortier@ismi.net
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WINS’N’GRINS (cont’d) 
INSELHEIM CALAMITY JANE---Mike & Judy 

Merians---1st Open Yellow Bitch & RESERVE 
WINNERS BITCH!!! 

 
WINDFALL’S BE-BOPPIN’ BOBBI SOCKS---

Michelle VeuCasovic---3rd Open Yellow Bitch 
 

PROGRESSIVE KC SUNDAY 
EAST HILL WILLIAM TELL---Sheila Norgren---1st 
Bred By Exhibitor Dogs & WINNERS DOG!!! 

 
ROSANAN BARLEY CORN---Meira Regev---1st 

Open Yellow Dog 
 

BANNERS MAGGIE MAE WINSOME---Cathy 
Culpert---1st 6-9 months puppy bitches 

 
WINDFALL STORMY SUNRISE AT BANNER---

Helen Bronson---3rd Open Black Bitch 
 

WINDFALL MERRY MAGIC BANNER---Cathy 
Culpert & Annie Cogo---1st Open Yellow Bitch 

 
MIAMI VALLEY LRC 

WINDFALL’S EAST HILL BLACK JACK---Sheila 
Norgren & Annie Cogo---2nd 6-9 months puppy dog in 

Sweeps & 1st 6-9 months puppy dog in Regular 
 

KREEKSIDE DUCKS AND DRAKES---Pam Smith-
--4th 9-12 months puppy dog in Sweeps 

 
KREEKSIDE THE DUCK STOPS HERE---Pam 

Smith---2nd 9-12 months puppy dog in Sweeps 
 

EAST HILL MARSH MARIGOLD---Cathy Culpert 
& Sheila Norgren---1st 12-15 months bitches & BEST 

OF OPPOSITE SEX IN SWEEPS!!! 
 

WINDFALLS PIPES UP AT BANNER---Nancy 
Chargo---2nd 15-18 months bitches in Sweeps 

 
WINDFALL SWEET TEA AT EPOCH---Cindy 

Skiba & Annie Cogo---4th 15-18 months Bitches in 
Sweeps 

 
INSELHEIM FAIRY TALE---Barb Reisig---3rd 15-18 

months Bitches in Sweeps 
 

CH MACITA’S QUATTRONI MI---Nancy Chargo 
& Annie Cogo---2nd in Veteran Sweeps Bitches 7-10 

years & 3rd in Regular Veteran Bitches 
 

LINRAY’S RAPTOR---Pam Smith---2nd American 
Bred Dogs 

 
LUBBERLINE MARTINGALE---Pauline & Maurice 

Mortier---2nd Open Yellow Dogs 
 

BANNER’S WINDFALL SEA LION---Annie Cogo 
& Nancy Chargo---4th Open Yellow Dogs 

 
BONAVENTURE’S OLIVIA---Tom & Gail Shearer-

--3rd 9-12 months puppy bitches in Regular Classes 
 

WINDFALL STORMY SUNRISE AT BANNER---
Helen Bronson---4th Open Black Bitch 

 

 
“I’ve been thinking about getting a snail.” 

 
 
 

 
 

 
“On the plus side, you’ve cured my back pain.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CHOOSE THE BEST DRY FOOD 
Learn to recognize the hallmarks of good, bad, and 

mediocre foods. 
 How should you select your dog’s food?  When you 
walk into your local pet food store, and walk the miles 
of aisles of stacks of bags, what is it that makes you 
grab that sack, and not any of the others?  Is it: 

• Price? 
• Label claims or package appearance? 
• The recommendation of a friend?   
• Your veterinarian’s prescription? 

BZZZZZZT!  Bad answers!  Here’s why: 
 PRICE:  The most expensive foods are not always 
the best ones in a store (they are not even necessarily 
good!).  many chain pet stores charge a small fortune 
for foods that (by our criteria, described further along) 
are no good at all.  Generally (but not always) we find 
the best foods in small, independent stores and where, 
interestingly, the prices for the great foods are not 
much higher than the chain stores charge for their 
(low-quality) “best.” 
 On the other hand, you can be certain that the least 
expensive foods are generally not good.  This is not 
snobbism, by the way.  It costs the manufacturer more 
to buy topo-quality ingredients, and it’s only 
reasonable to expect that he will have to pass along 
those costs.  And if a food costs pennies per pound, 
you can be assured that its contents cost the maker next 
to nothing---in other words, the food is vitamin-
fortified sawdust, more or less.  (And to take care of 
the inevitable question, “CAN’T A DOG LIVE ON 
VITAMIN-FORTIFIED SAWDUST?”  We’ll say right 
now that the answer is “yes, but if you take that 
approach, you can expect to pay every penny you’ve 
saved in veterinary bills later.” 
 LABEL CLAIMS, PACKAGE APPEARANCE:  Each 
and every day, the food makers are getting more 
sophisticated in their approach to packaging.  They 
know that dog owners are becoming increasingly 
health-conscious and interested in dog food 
ingredients, so they are rushing to show us how 
healthy their foods are---and we do mean “show.”  We 
haven’t seen so many beautiful depictions of 
vegetables and grains since Andy Warhol’s time.  And 
the label descriptions!  Carefully rhapsodic!  
Unfortunately, there’s rarely a correlation between 
what’s shown on the bag and what’s in the bag.  
Perhaps the most notorious example of this is Puriina’s 
new food, BENEFUL.  (What a name, eh?  Beneficial, 
bountiful, it’s all there.  You have to hand it to them.)  
The front of Beneful’s bag shows fresh ears of corn, 
snappy unshelled peas,  and gorgeous green-topped 
carrots.  In fact, what is actually contains is ground 

corn, used here as a dried grain and a lower-cost source 
of protein, and dried peas and dried carrots.  The latter, 
by the way, appear 17th and 18th on the list of 
ingredients, far below sugar (10th), sorbitol (another 
sweetener, 11th on the list), and even sorbic acid, a 
preservative that appears 15th on the list of ingredients.  
PURINA MUST BE COUNTING ON PEOPLE TO 
TAKE ONE LOOK AT THE COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF THE VEGETABLES, READ THE WORD 
“VEGETABLES” ON THE FRONT, AND ASSUME 
THAT “GEE, PURINA REALLY HAS COME 
AROUND, PUTTING FRESH VEGGIES IN ITS 
FOOD!” 
 As far as we’re concerned, this food is  a perfect 
example of everything that’s wrong with the 
conglomerate dog food industry; it’s all sizzle and very 
little steak (beef is 7th on the list of ingredients).  The 
product has been manipulated in every way possible 
to appeal to humans, complete with a variety of cute 
shapes, artificial colors, and chemically enhanced 
textures, a pretty bag, and lots of healthy-sounding 
adjectives (wholesome, moist, meaty, real, vitamin-
rich).  But the contents don’t come close to fulfilling all 
this promise. 
 THE RECOMMENDATION OF A FRIEND:  Your 
friend may, in fact, feed her dog the best possible 
food---for that dog.  In no way does the guarantee that 
her dog’s food will agree with your dog.  Feeding dogs 
is an individual matter.  Everything including the 
dog’s size, age, breed, health, activity level, allergies, 
intolerances, condition of teeth, past nutritional status, 
and even his preferences will affect whether he thrives 
or merely survives on a given food.  We don’t want o 
discourage you, but we know people who have to buy 
their three dogs three different foods.  All three dogs 
look like a million bucks, so that’s that. 
 YOUR VETERINARIAN’S PRESCRIPTION:  
Would this be a good time to mention that 
veterinarians who register for an online account with 
Hill’s, makers of Science Diet, can expect, as its Web 
site tantalizes, “convenient, easy ordering with real-
time pricing and product availability plus a chance to 
win a Porsche?” 
 Sorry, but not many veterinarians know much more 
about nutrition than your next-door neighbor.  But 
when they’ve been given free Hill’s dog food in vet 
school, their veterinary nutrition textbooks have been 
underwritten by Hill’s, and written by Hill’s 
researchers, is it any wonder they have really good 
feelings about Hill’s products? 
 GOOD ANSWER!  All right, you’re overdue for 
some positive reinforcement.  Here’s the best possible 
answer to the question, “How should you select your 



dog’s food?”  I CHOOSE THE FOOD THAT APPEARS 
TO HAVE THE LARGEST AMOUNT OF WHOLE, 
TOP-QUALITY INGREDIENTS, AND THE 
SMALLEST AMOUNT OF LOW-QUALITY OR 
UNDESIRABLE INGREDIENTS, AND THAT MY 
DOG THRIVES ON.” 
 In our opinion, the list of ingredients, printed by 
law on every bag of dog food, is the best source of 
information about a food.  You don’t need a 
veterinarian, or us, for that matter, to tell you what is a 
good food and what is an exceedingly mediocre food; 
you just need to teach yourself to recognize the 
hallmarks of each kind of food.  We’ve boxed this 
information for you (to be followed by this article:  
“The Good, Bad, and the Mediocre:  What the List of 
Ingredients Indicates.”) 
 Don’t take our word for it!  Compare the 
ingredients, and decide for yourself; it’s really not that 
difficult.  Look for a food that contains lots of the 
“hallmarks of a high quality food,” few of the “high-
quality foods should contain a minimum of . . . “ traits, 
and none of the “hallmarks of a low-quality food.” 
 Then have your dog try it.  Give him a month or 
two on the food.  If he breaks out in itching fits, begins 
licking his paws incessantly, develops an ear infection, 
or has dramatic digestive reactions, give the good away 
and try another one!  If, on the other hand, he’s always 
had one or more of the aforementioned symptoms, and 
they clear up, you’re on the right track.  A good dog 
food will contribute to a healthy coat, good energy 
level, balanced temperament, and flawless health.   
 One final word about what’s “best” for your dog:  It 
might change.  As dogs age, their nutritional 
requirements change.  They can develop food allergies 
or intolerances at any point in their lives.  Don’t get so 
attached to a food that you fail to see whether it’s 
failing your dog.  It may be a good food, but if it’s not 
working for your dog, there is no point in buying it. 
 OUR SELECTION CRITERIA:  We’ve told you how 
we suggest selecting a food.  On the following pages, 
we will share with you a few foods that we thing are 
above average.  But we should probably also explain 
what we did NOT do when we picked these foods: 

• We did NOT conduct lab tests to make sure the 
“Guaranteed Analysis” printed on the label 
accurately reflects the contents; that’s the job 
of state feed control officials, and way beyond 
the scope of our resources. 

• We DID NOT inspect manufacturing plants or 
investigate the manufacturers’ Boards of 
Directors.  We hear rumors all the time about 
company owners who are rude or even big, fat 
liars.  We hear about moldy food and 

mislabeled bags.  If you experience one of 
these things, we suggest that you call the 
company and let them know they have a 
problem --- and that you select another food. 

• We DID NOT select foods on the basis of 
protein or fat content; more is not always 
better.  Some dogs need more; some dogs need 
less. 

• We DID NOT examine every food on the 
market.  That would be impossible!  You may 
find a food that looks as good or better than 
ours.  Good for you!  Send us some 
information about it; we’d love to share. 

• We DID NOT rand-order the foods.  They are 
presented in alphabetical order, because, 
remember, what’s “best” for your dog isn’t 
necessarily best for ours. 

All the following foods are good; we like them all. 
(see insert)  And, for the record, we still like all the 
foods we’ve selected in the past.  If we’ve named a 
food before that does not appear here, it’s due to 
space limitations, not because it’s fallen out of our 
favor. 
 
Copyright 2002 Belvoir Publications, Inc.  Reprinted 

with permission, WHOLE DOG JOURNAL.  For 
subscription and other information, call: 

(800 424-7887 
 

THE GOOD, BAD, AND MEIOCRE:  WHAT 
THE LIST OF INGREDIENTS INDICATES 

The hallmarks of a high quality food include the 
following: 
9 SUPERIOR SOURCES OF PROTEIN.  This 

means either whole, fresh meats or single-
source meat meal (for example, chicken meal 
rather than poultry meal). 

9 A WHOLE-MEAT SOURCE AS ONE OF THE 
FIRST TWO INGREDIENTS (chicken or 
chicken meal, for instance).  Better yet would 
be two meat sources among the top three 
ingredients (say, chicken and chicken meal).  
Whole, fresh meat is a wonderful, healthy food 
for dogs, but it also contains a lot of water, and 
the extra weight of that moisture usually 
boosts the fresh meat to the top of the list of 
ingredients (which, by law, are listed in order 
of their weight contribution to the food).  If a 
list of ingredients begins with whole chicken, 
followed by three or more grains and NO other 
meat proteins, it’s likely that the food contains 
way more grain than meat.  There is no way to 
know for sure, however, since the makers are 



not required to specify the amounts or 
percentages of each ingredient. 

By the way, dry foods CAN’T contain more 
than about 50 percent meat or other animal 
products; any more than that, and the 
machinery that mixes and extrudes the kibble 
gets gummed up. 
 Meat is the most natural source of protein 
for canines, and contains the amino acids 
most important to canine health.  A mix of 
meat proteins (such as fish and beef) helps 
round out the amino acid profile of the 
proteins included in the food. 

9 WHOLE, UNPROCESSED GRAINS, 
VEGETABLES, AND OTHER FOODS.  A 
previously unprocessed food has the best 
chance of surviving the food-making process 
with some of its nutrients intact. 
HIGH-QUALITY DRY FOODS SHOULD 

CONTAIN A MIMIMUM OF THE FOLLOWING: 
� FOOD FRAGMENTS.  Fragments are 

lower-cost by-products of another food 
manufacturing process, such as 
brewer’s rice (a waste product of the 
alcohol industry) and wheat bran (the 
fibrous hull removed from the 
nutritious wheat kernel).  Most foods 
contain at least one fragment, as 
makers attempt to keep the food 
affordable.  Beware of a product that 
contains several fragments of a single 
food.  Some food makers do this to 
disguise an excess of a low-value 
ingredient.  Remember, the law 
dictates that each ingredient is listed 
separately by weight.  So when you see 
a list of ingredients that begins “lamb, 
rice flour, rice bran, brewer’s rice . . .” 
you should be aware that there is far 
more rice in the product than lamb. 

� MEAT BY-PRODUCTS.  We’ve 
moderated our stance on meat by-
products; we used to discard any food 
that contained them.  We’ve been 
convinced, however, that fresh by-
products may offer more nutrient value 
than a rendered meat meal.  But using 
an animal by-product (or more than 
one animal by-product) for a food’s 
main protein source is indicative of a 
low quality product.  We’d prefer to 
see these products play a supporting 
role to whole meats or meat meals, say, 

somewhere below the top five 
ingredients.  However, please note our 
ban on “generic” ingredients (below); 
absolutely no “animal by-products” 
allowed. 

HALLMARKS OF A LOW-QUALITY DRY FOOD: 
 “GENERIC” FATS OR PROTEINS.  “Animal fat,” 
for example, can be just about anything:  recycled 
grease from restaurants, or an unwholesome mystery 
mix of various fats.  In this case, a preferable 
ingredient would be “beef fat” or “ chicken fat.”  
“Animal protein” and “poultry protein” are far inferior 
to “beef protein” or “chicken protein.” 
 ARTIFICIAL PRESERVATIVES (including BHA, 
BHT, or Ethoxyquin). 
 ARTIFICIAL COLORS.  Your dog doesn’t care what 
color his food is.  He doesn’t need daily --- lifetime --- 
exposure to these unnecessary chemicals. 
 PROPYLENE GLYCOL.  Ditto for this chemical, 
which is added to some “chewy” foods to keep them 
moist. 
 SWEETENERS.  Dogs, like humans, have a taste for 
sweets.  Corn syrup, sucrose, ammoniated glycyrrhizin, 
and other sweeteners are sometimes added to lower-
quality foods to increase their appeal.  But dietary 
sugar can aggravate health problems in dogs, 
including diabetes. 
 

Copyright 2002 Belvoir Publications, Inc.  Reprinted 
with permission, WHOLE DOG JOURNAL.  For 

subscription and other information, call: 
(800 424-7887 

 
 
NOTE:  For a hard copy of the evaluation of the top 13 
dry foods email the Editor at pmortier@ismi.net. 
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